Chapter One

The Problem and Its Setting

Introduction to the Problem

This section discusses the big picture.  It gives a rationale for the study.  It includes both the purpose (what is to be done) and the need (why it is being done) of the study.  The need for the study includes the value of the study and the contribution the study may make.

Statement of the Problem

This section discusses your part of the big picture.  It is a concise, clear, explicit and complete presentation of the problem.  It must be sufficiently detailed so that the reader is informed of the magnitude and the scope of the study.

Hypothesis

State your hypothesis.  If applicable, state more than one hypothesis or subhypotheses.

Variables and Limitations

These are the parameters of the study.  Within each of the following sections, use numbers to list the parameters.  They should include:


The independent and dependent variables and controls


Any regulated conditions which, if changed, might change results:

1.      Size of subject/object group

2.      Variety and type of subjects/objects

3.      Number and times the experiment will be repeated

The conditions under which the researcher works

Indicate any limitations inherent in the study that the researcher cannot control.

Assumptions

The conditions which are taken for granted and without which the research effort would be impossible.  Answer the question ?What should the researcher believe (assume) is true??  Use numbers to list the assumptions.  For example:

1.      Conditions which do not adversely affect data collection.

2.      Conditions which make it possible to collect the data.

Statistical Analysis

Include the level of significance and the statistical test that will be performed.

Definitions of Terms and Abbreviations

To assist the reader, the researcher should define all terms for which there are no generally understood and accepted definitions.  It may be desirable to define or modify the usual definition of a commonly used term or define a scientific term or abbreviation which is commonly used.  Number each term and list in alphabetical order.  Indent each term five spaces and each subsequent line of that definition nine spaces.

1.      word1_______________________________________________

______________________________.

2.      word2_______________________________________________

__________________________________.

NOTE:

· The draft must be written in present/future tense, not first person singular. (Note:  When the final paper is submitted, this chapter must be rewritten in past tense.) 

· Write concisely and precisely 

· It should be written so that anyone (not just experts in the field) can read the paper. 

· Double space 

· Each section is titled and the title is underlined.

